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Equine Sessions Return in October!
October brings the return of one of The Mark
Wandall Foundation’s most popular programs!

﻿Beginning in October 2026 and continuing
through June 2027, TMWF will offer two equine
sessions each month, giving youth more
opportunities to connect and grow through our
equine-assisted learning programs.

We are excited to welcome back Suncoast
Therapeutic Equine Partners (STEP) for
another season and are thrilled to introduce our
newest equine partner, Csatar Acres Farm!

Csatar Acres Farm
40555 Clay Gully Road
Myakka City, FL 34251
Sessions at this location will be held on
the second Saturday of each month.

Suncoast Therapeutic Equine
Partners (STEP)
1615 Verna Road﻿
﻿Sarasota, FL 34240
Sessions at this location will be held on
the third Saturday of each month.

We can’t wait to saddle up for another incredible season of learning, connection, and
fun! For additional information about the equine program, including if you're interested
in volunteering or registering, please email foundation Program Coordinator Kim Smith.

National School Bus Safety Week:﻿
﻿Safe Rides, Everyday Heroes

National School Bus Safety Week is October 19–23, 2026,
a time to raise awareness about school bus safety and
recognize the drivers and transportation professionals who
help millions of students travel safely each day. This year's
theme, Safe Rides, Everyday Heroes, celebrates the
important role these professionals play while reminding
motorists and communities that protecting students is a shared
responsibility. Our message is simple: Stop Today. Protect
Tomorrow. Every time a driver stops for a school bus, slows
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down, and stays alert, they are helping protect a child’s safety today — and their future
tomorrow.
 
To help you participate, we're sharing a free, customizable School Bus Driver
Appreciation Letter that schools, school districts, law enforcement agencies,
community organizations, businesses, and individuals can use to recognize the
everyday heroes behind every safe ride. Simply download the template, add your
organization's name and logo, personalize it with a local message or statistic if you
choose, and share it with the school bus drivers and transportation professionals in
your community.
 
Want more? Enter your contact information here at the National Coalition for Safer
Road's website to receive our upcoming release of additional National School Bus
Safety Week information, downloadable assets, safety statistics, and resources to help
spread the message in your community.  

Together, we can recognize the people who keep students﻿
﻿safe and remind every driver that protecting children﻿
﻿around school buses is a responsibility we all share.

Making a Splash, Memories﻿
﻿at Back-to-School Reconnect

On September 19th, our The Mark Wandall Foundation families came together at Sun
Outdoors Sarasota for a fun-filled Back-to-School Splash! The day offered our youth
and their families an opportunity to enjoy the last days of summer with others who
understand their grief journey.
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Reconnect events are an
important part of The Mark
Wandall Foundation. For children
who have experienced the loss of
a parent, sibling, or guardian, they
are able to join a community
where they feel connected.

Whether it was the big slide, the
pool, or the pizza, everyone
enjoyed the time together, and the
Back-to-School Splash was a
wonderful reminder that our youth
are loved and are not alone. We
are thankful to all the families who
joined us and helped make the
day so special.

Thank you to Sun Outdoors
Sarasota for welcoming our
families and helping us create another memorable day for the TMWF families. We are
also grateful to foundation Board Member Lindsey Wagner, who helped maximize
enjoyment by ensuring everything ran smoothly, and TMWF Program Coordinator Kim
Smith for her generous donation of food and drink.

Thank You, Bradenton Police Department!
The Mark Wandall Foundation is grateful to the
Bradenton Police Department for awarding us a $2,000
Florida Contraband Forfeiture Grant in support of our
2027 Annual 3-Day Bereavement Camp, held in
partnership with Comfort Zone Camp.

This generous investment will help provide grieving youth
with a safe, supportive environment where they can
connect with others who understand their experiences,
develop healthy coping skills, build resilience, and know they are not alone. We are
especially grateful to the Bradenton Police Department for recognizing the importance
of early support for young people and for investing in the well-being of children and
families in our community.

https://www.bradentonpd.com/forfeituregrantprogram


Thank you, Bradenton Police Department, for helping us continue to create
connection, confidence, and a sense of belonging for grieving youth.

Community Conversations That Matter
On September 29, I had the pleasure of speaking to the
Bradenton Kiwanis at the Manatee Performing Arts
Center about a topic that is deeply personal to me: hope,
healing, and community for Florida’s grieving youth.

Through The Mark Wandall Foundation, I shared how
compassionate support can help children build resilience,
find connection, and discover hope after the death of a
parent, sibling, or guardian. It was an honor to share

more about the foundation’s life-changing programs and the growing need for grief
support for young people. Most importantly, I was reminded once again of the
remarkable resilience of the children and families we serve.

No child should ever have to navigate grief alone. By coming together as a community,
we can make sure grieving children have the support, understanding, and hope they
need to move forward.

Thank you to the Bradenton Rotary for welcoming me and for creating space for
this important conversation.
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